




 

Salt Pond Sleuths Review 

By Anna Westbrook 

I highly recommend Salt Pond Sleuths to local educators, environmentally supportive 
communities, and conservation-minded parents. The artwork, factual content, and poetic nature 
of the book provide a quality literary experience. 

What first caught my eye as I read Salt Pond Sleuths by Ardith Schneider was the uniqueness of 
the artwork. The images, which were created through a combination of photography, photoshop, 
and drawings done by hand, seemed unlike anything I had seen before in any other children’s 
book. Schneider’s style is both bold and delicate, a balance that is hard to strike, especially when 
working with multiple artistic techniques. I can only imagine the intelligent questions about the 
the creative process that students will ask when they examine this book.  

The storyline features two brother herons exploring the salt ponds of Rhode Island, learning 
about how conservation methods are going at each site. The book is educational and entertaining, 
combining clever rhymes exchanged between the main characters with serious facts at the 
bottom of each page.  Each of the nine salt ponds is represented in a balanced way. Real world 
problems are addressed, but so are very positive solutions that are already being implemented.  

One of the books greatest strengths is that it highlights recognizable features of the landscape, 
allowing children to connect with it personally. For example, the carousel at Misquamicut and 
the observation deck at Trustom Pond are both included. This really brings home the idea that 
issues of conservation are impacting children’s own backyards. 

The book provides a glossary and a list of related questions, making it a useful aide in 
classrooms and other learning environments. The back page displays a list of action steps, a good 
take away for anyone inspired by the book to do a little more for their environment. Schneider 
has also included a map showing the locations of each pond. The book is ideal for fourth-seventh 
grade students- the rhyming and animal characters connecting well with elementary schoolers, 
and the facts at the bottom of each page reaching a seventh grade level. It is a book that a child 
can grow on.  

Ardith Schneider, in conjunction with the Salt Ponds Coalition of Rhode Island, has set a great 
example of what an author, photo shop buff, and artist can accomplish when applying herself to 
educational children’s literature. 
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